
1Fact Sheet 3b. Brazil - the Country and its People

HOME FOR THE AMAZON TRIBES NATIVE INDIANS

1. Isolated Amazon tribes

In May 2008 the government of Brazil released photographs of an uncontacted group of Amazon 
Indians living on the Peru/Brazil border in the Amazon rainforest. 

The group live by hunting, fishing and gathering foodstuffs. They also grow certain foods 
themselves. They are a semi-nomadic people – they travel around the country settling in places 
for periods – and live in grass-roofed huts called “malocas” when they settle. They tend to avoid 

contact with other indigenous groups as well 
as non-Indians, and when people encroach on 
their territory they move deeper into the forest. 
It is not known what language the observed 
group speaks.

Here you will find out how Brazil developed over the centuries and why people  
travelled to live in the country.
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Today it is thought that one hundred and eighty languages are spoken by Brazil’s Indians but it is 
estimated that around one thousand three hundred were spoken at the time of the arrival of the 
first Portuguese colonizers.
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Anthropologists, led by José Carlos Meirelles, 
have known about the group for about twenty 
years but their presence had not been made 
public. They were spotted in a clearing near 
their huts firing their arrows and were painted 
red, an indication that they are ready for war. 
The anthropologists who spotted them felt that 
this was a good sign, indicating that they are 
happy and healthy defending their territory. 

However, José Carlos Meirelles is determined 
to keep the tribe’s location a secret. The 
purpose of disclosing the photographs was to 
highlight the fact that isolated tribes still exist 
and need protection against the developments 
of the twenty-first century.

             SEE THESE LINKS!

Look at the photographs from these sites.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/7426869.stm 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/7426794.stm

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_Brazil

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kayapo 
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HUNTING FISHING

BROTHERS AND SISTERS


